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monster does anything but what Hamlet says Osric did in his nursery-days. I found him lying alone on the third day of his life, and, while I wa^ looking at him, I saw him looking at me with such apparently earnest, wide-open eyes, I felt as awe-struck as if I had seen a spirit. I hope you are mending.
God bless you, A. TENNYSON.
To Mrs Browning.
CHAPEL HOUSE, TWICKENHAM,
August iith, 1852.
MY DEAR MRS BROWNING,
I wrote to you once before this morning. I now write again to tell you what I am sure your woman's and poet's heart will rejoice in, that my wife was delivered of a fine boy at 9.30 a.m. this day, and that both she and the child are doing well. I never saw any face so radiant with all high and sweet expression as hers when I saw her some time after.
Ever yours truly, A. TENNYSON.
Mrs Browning's reply was the first congratulatory letter.
58 WELBECK STREET, Wednesday night. August 1 2th, 1852.
MY DEAR MR TENNYSON,
Thank you and congratulate you indeed from my heart. May God bless you all three.
Robert said, when I was writing the note of enquiry which has gone to the post, "Tell him we will hope still for a joyful meeting/* but I had not courage at that moment of crisis to mention a word of " joy."
Now I may, thank God,   Will you say to dear Mrs Tennyson
